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FOES OF DONOVAN

* SER RB-BLECTION |

Shps Irk School Board, but
- Public Spht fs Feared

By LEONARD BULEL

Opposition has  developed;
famong the members of the
Board of Education.to the re-
election of James B. Donovan
as presfdent of the board, which

. votes for its officers '[uesday.

. However, even those members
_who would' like Lr. Donovan to
. step . down, con"M" that he
prabably could mus*e* c¢rough

{ support to be rc-clected. WA big
factor in Mr. o2 ~v ¥ "-v-r

_is the reluctance of the board.
nmiembers to risi-a public split!
at this time. i
Mr. Donovan's onc-year term:

wll + expire on Tuesday when,
the board holds its annual meet-|

‘ing. The election of officers 15.'

on-'the agenda 'for the pub]lc
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TAY BE RE-ELECTED::

ames B. Donovan, whose |
erm as Board of Education
resident ends on Tuesday.

.session, which will start at 4!
.P.M. at board headquarters, 110
Livingston Street, Brooklyn.

Ironically, Mr. Denovan's crit-
ics on the board feel that he has,
proved to be ‘a hard-working,
‘conscientious and, for the most"
part able president. "8

- But they also feel that Mr. i1
‘Donovan has a penchdnt for
saym" e wrong things..and
needlessl provoklng new con-
trover'sies.

At least three, and perhaps
four or more, of the niné board
members are known tg consider{®
Mp. Donovan to be .tempera-
mcntally unsuited for the board!
post. ;lx

+But it is, consldcrcd unllkelyl
that they will publicly oppose'e
Mr. Donovan.

“It would be an awful slap in’ lb
the face,” said one hoard mocm-
ber who “favors. a change inid
léadership. “He docsn't descrve,
to be publicly humiliated.” ~ Ju

-The board, moreover, is hav-lel
jing troubles with Dr, Calvin E. '
:Gross, thce Superintendent oflf
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-, Schools. Dr. Gross was put on alc

EQO day leave of ahscnce ont
March 3, and the hoard is now t
trying to get him to leave the
position vo!unt'mly to avm,d a 0
legal conflict.

Some members feel thaty ny pl
lactlon against the board presi.: e
‘dgent would be misconstrued 'bvc

ed informally in advance so
cre can be an outward show
harmony—the scssion may
n into difficulty: on another
int. .
our members-of the board
expected to miss. the meet-
bécause of other -commit-
nts.. This would give the
ard a bare five-member quor-
h. If only onc. member present
tes against Mr. Donovan or
stains from voting, the board
Il not be. able to cohduct the
ction. The bylaws requirc
ard officers to rcceive at least
¢ votes,
{r. Donovan has not said pub-
ly that he is:a candidate for
clection, But he has indicat-
that he will be willing to
ve again if the other- mem-
s want him:to, .
I¢ was first. clected presi-
t'in December, 1963, to fill a
cancy created by the resigna-
n of Max J.-Rubin. He wag re-
cted last May to a full term.
urihg his period in office, he
quently has been involved in
itroversies because of his off-
~cuff remarks, Last .month
re were two such incidents,
n April 14, toward the end
a 15-hour public' hearing on
- schoo]  system’s Integration
ns,” Mr. Donovan made o ref-|

which some persons In the audi-)
ence regarded as derogatory., A
number of- clergymen and oth-
ers . representing pro-integra-
tion. groups walked out of the
hall in-anger.-

On April 28, when the board
adopted its integration plan {or{
next fall, Mr. Donovan made an-
other remark that brought pub-|
lic criticism Trom a board mems-
ber and denunciations from the
c1ty s teachers.

When mention was made of
the bhoard’s controversial plan
to transfer experienced teache
ers to difficult schools, M,
Donovan said that methods for.
reassigning teachers would be
worked out with the United
Federation of Teachers. Then
he addced:

“It still remain$ that if we
find the right carrot, it's better
than the stu:k with most don~
keys."

When a representative of the?
U.F.T. objected to the charac-|
‘terization of ‘ teachers as d?‘l-
(keys, Mr. Donovan said that])
had mercly borrowed the cmot-
tation from President Johnsoy,

-Morris Iushewitz, a memb+
lof the board, then noted that
‘President Johnson had used ‘te
'statement in reference to- the
‘North Vietnamese and deglar.d

pnee t to "so -called” civil fights,!

that it ‘was unfair to apply thig|
ito, the federation. ", - L5

the public. There«-i*s no connec-;
tion, however, bctween the two‘
sltuations

Although it~ is consldcrcd un-; 1‘
‘likely that Tuesday's board'
imeeting will be cn;hvencd by ‘ai
‘battle over the presidency +h

these matters are usually. desy
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